ESSAYS ON FHE GITA

important afterwards; as yet only the one inactive
Pumsha and the lower Prakrid and not yet the
distinction of the triple Pumsha and the double
Prakrid. It is true the Ishwara is spoken of, but his
relation to the self and nature is not yet made definite.
The first six chapters only carry the synthesis so far
as it can be carried without the clear expression
and decisive entrance of these all-important truths
which, when they come in, must necessarily enlarge
and modify, though without abolishing, these first
reconciliations.

Twofold, says Krishna, is the self-application of
the soul by which it enters into the Brahmic condi-
tion: "that of the Sankhyas by the Yoga of knowledge,
that of the Yogins by the Yoga of works." This
identification of Sankhya with Jnanayoga and of Yoga
with the way of works is interesting; for it shows
that quite a different order of ideas prevailed at that
time from those we now possess as the result of the
great Vedantic development of Indian thought, subse-
quent evidently to the composition of the Gita, by
which the other Vedic philosophies fell into desuetude
as practical methods of liberation. To justify the
language of the Gita we must suppose that at that time
it was the Sankhya method which was very commonly1
adopted by those who followed the path of know-
ledge.   Subsequently, with the spread of Buddhism,
the Sankhya method of knowledge must have been

1 The systems of the Puranas and Tantras are full of the
ideas of the Sankhya, though subordinated to the Vedantic idea
and mingled with many others.
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